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Lab: Distant-Reading The Crisis with Voyant Tools 
Wednesday 2/22/2017 

 
 
Overview: In today’s lab we’ll generate a few visualizations of The Crisis and embed 
them in blog post. 
 
 
Procedure 
 
Guiding Questions 
 

• How do the interactive visualizations in Voyant map onto content in The Crisis? 
• How does this kind of information visualization help you to “read” The Crisis? 
• What is the relationship between information visualization and close reading? 

 
The Steps 
 

1. Get into your small groups, go to the Downloads page of the course blog, and 
click on the Voyant corpus link for The Crisis. Or, click here if you’re using this 
Word file on your computer: 
http://voyant-
tools.org/?corpus=1351006670332.4242&stopList=stop.en.taporware.txt  

 
2. Pick one term to search in the Crisis Voyant corpus. 

 
3. Play around with Word Trends widget to gain a sense of how the term is used in 

the magazine over time. 
 

4. Note something interesting about the pattern that emerges. Pick a point on the 
graph and find the corresponding Crisis issue in the MJP. Look through it and 
note some content that speaks to the graph that led you to it. Write down some 
notes about it and record the relevant bibliographic information—title, author, 
issue date, page numbers. What is gained and lost in the reduction of The Crisis 
to graphical primitives (i.e. lines, dots, and color)? 
 

5. Use the Cirrus widget to explore how direct visualization reveals interesting 
patterns in The Crisis. As in step 4, what do you find when you go from the graph 
to the issue that the graph element derives from? How does the Cirrus widget 
affect your discovery and interpretation differently from Word Trends? 
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Writeup 
 
Blog post (1 per group) – Write up your answers to steps 4 and 5 to describe an 
interesting way in which the info visualizations you generated map back to content in The 
Crisis. Include links to the Crisis content (and photos when helpful) and embed the 
Voyant visualization images that illustrate your observations. 
 
Be sure to sign all of your group member names. 
 
 
How to Embed a Voyant Widget in a Blog Post 
 
In brief: Open the Voyant widget in a new tab for a fuller view, then export a PNG image 
and upload it to your blog post. 
 
1. Mouse over the question mark in the grey (not blue) area at the top right of the Word 

Trends widget to reveal the button options; select the square with an arrow pointing 
diagonally out of the top right. 

  
 
2. In the resulting pop-up window, click on the blue link that says “a URL for this view 

(tools and data).” 
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3. The Word Trends tool will now appear by itself in a new tab, which allows for a 

wider and more legible version of the graph. Mouse over the question mark in the 
grey area at the top right again, and click on the square export button again. 

 
4. This time, in the resulting pop-up window, click on “Export Visualization” to expand 

the menu options. Then select “export a PNG image of this visualization” and click 
on the blue Export button. 

 
 
 
5. You will now see a pop-up window with a thumbnail image and a box full of code. 

Right-click or Ctrl-click on the image and select “Save image as…” in the context 
menu to save it to the folder on your computer that is dedicated to this project 

 
 
6. Go to the blog and start a new post. Give it a title and type or copy-paste your writeup 

into the editing field. 
 
7. Pick the spot where your first image will be most effective in illustrating your 

observation in the writeup. Place the cursor there and click on the Add Media button 
to upload your image. 
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8. In the Insert Media screen, click on the “Upload Files” tab at top left. 

 
 
9. Click on the Select Files button, browse to your image, select it, and click on the 

Open button to upload it. 

 
 
10. The image will now appear in the thumbnail grid on the Insert Media page and should 

already be selected (highlighted in blue with a check mark). Click on the “Insert into 
Post” button on the bottom left. 

 
 
11. You should now be back in the editing screen with your image visible in the blog 

post. Repeat the steps above until all the images are uploaded and in place. 
 
12. Click on the Publish button to publish your post, and then go to the homepage of the 

blog to make sure that everything shows up correctly. 


